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APARTMENT

BUILDING�IS�IN

THE�MIDST�OF�A

TRADITIONAL�ONE


HUNDRED
YEAR


OLD�PLUS

#HINESE

NEIGHBORHOOD

CALLED�A

�LONGTANG����4HE

BUILDINGS�ARE

TWO�AND�THREE
STORY�BRICK�BUILDINGS�JOINED�IN

ROWS�FORMING�A�HONEYCOMB�OF�ALLEYWAYS�FOR

MANY�BLOCKS��THE�STREET�LEVEL�BEING�SMALL

BUSINESSES���%VERYTHING�FROM�BAKERIES�TO�BICYCLE

REPAIRMEN��TAILORS�WHO�WILL�COPY�ANY�GARMENT

YOU�BRING�TO�THEM��FRUIT�SELLER�S�STALLS��HERBAL

PHARMACIES��HAIRDRESSERS��AND�NEWSSTANDS�WITH

UNCOUNTABLE�FASHION�MAGAZINES���)�EVEN�SAW�A

MOBILE�PHONE�STORE�OPEN�AT�THREE�IN�THE

MORNING�AND�STOPPED�IN�FOR�A�PHONE�CARD�
�SO

MUCH�FOR�REGULAR�BUSINESS�HOURS�
�IF�YOU�CAN
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WAKE�UP�THE�OWNER��HE�LL�SELL�YOU�WHAT

YOU�NEED���/NE�CAN�LITERALLY�WANDER�FOR

DAYS�THROUGH�THE�THOUSANDS�OF�SHOPS

AND

MARKETS�AND�SWARMS�OF�PEOPLE

AND�VEHICLES�ON�THE STREETS

AND�NEVER�ENCOUNTER�A

#AUCASIAN�FACE�

����"UT�IN�A�3HANGHAI�,ONGTANG

IT�S�HARDLY�IMPORTANT�WHERE

YOU�RE�FROM��WHAT�MATTERS�IS

WHERE�YOU�RE�COMING�FROM�

3TOPPING�AT�THE�SHOP�OF�A�WOMAN

DOING�SOME�IRONING��)�HANDED

OVER�MY�TWO�NEW�PAIRS�OF�BLUE

JEANS�FOR�HER�TO�HEM���&OR�FIFTY

CENTS�SHE�HAD�THEM�DONE�WHEN�)

CAME�BACK�IN�AN�HOUR��AND

JUDGING�BY�HER�SMILE��)�KNOW�SHE

MADE�MONEY�FROM�ME���)F�)�DIDN�T

KNOW�BETTER�)�D�SAY�THIS�IS�THE
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BEST�EXAMPLE�)�VE�SEEN

OF�&REE�%NTERPRISE��WITH

SO�MANY�FOLKS�OPERATING

THEIR�OWN�SMALL

BUSINESSES��MAYBE�THE

WAY�!MERICA�USED�TO�BE

BEFORE�7AL
-ART�AND

OTHER�GIANT

CORPORATIONS�CAME�TO

DOMINATE�MOST�EVERY

TYPE�OF�BUSINESS�

����)N�THE�DAYTIME�)

BICYCLE�THROUGH

NARROW�ALLEYS�AND�STREETS�FLOODED�WITH�PRODUCE�

GARMENTS�AND�PEOPLE�TAKING�THEIR�TIME�DOING

THEIR�BUSINESS�

)�VE�SEEN

BICYCLES

DELIVERING�ITEMS

RANGING�FROM�SIX

FIVE
GALLON

WATER�BOTTLES�

FOUR�HUGE

BASKETS�OF�EGGS�

A�FIVE�FOOT�SHEET

OF�WINDOW�GLASS��TWENTY
FOUR�BOXES�OF

SHOES��ROOMS�FULL�OF�FURNITURE��OLD

PEOPLE�AND�CHILDREN��AND�TOWING�AN

UPRIGHT�PIANO���7ITH�SO�MANY�PEOPLE

MOVING�ABOUT�THE�QUIET�IS�ALMOST

EERIE��THE�GLIDING�OF�BIKES�AND�LOW

CONVERSATION�IS�A�SWEET�CONTRAST�TO
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DOWNTOWNS�WITH�THEIR

CONSTANT�RUMBLES�


THOUGH�NOT�WITHOUT�SOME�CAR�HORNS�FOR�PUNCTUATION���/CCASIONALLY�YOU

MAY�WITNESS�A�HEATED�ARGUMENT�TAKING�PLACE�WITH�TWO�OR�MORE�PEOPLE

YELLING�AND�WAVING�THEIR�ARMS���!�SMALL�CROWD�GATHERS�IN�AMUSEMENT

AND�THE�CONFLICT�IS�EVENTUALLY�SETTLED�ON�THE�SPOT���/R�YOU�MIGHT�EVEN

SEE�A�NUMBER�OF�PEOPLE�ON�THE�SIDEWALK�WALKING�IN�A�CIRCLE�AROUND

BURNING�CARDBOARD�REPLICAS�OF

THINGS�TO�BE�TAKEN�TO�THE�NEXT�WORLD�

FOR�A�DEPARTED�LOVED�ONE���!ROUND

SUNSET�)�PASS�BY�THE�PARK�ON

2ENMING�2OAD�EVERY�NIGHT�AND�HEAR

THE�SOUND�OF�A�WALTZ�COMING

THROUGH�LOUDSPEAKERS��ABOUT�A

HUNDRED�SENIORS�AND�YOUNG�PEOPLE

ARE�PRACTICING�BALLROOM�DANCING�

NO�MATTER�HOW�COLD�THE�EVENING�MAY

BE�

����!FTER�DARK��RIDING�IN�A�TAXI�FEELS

DIFFERENT���/FTEN�THE�DRIVER�WILL�BE

ABSORBED�IN�THE�RADIO�DRAMAS�THAT�)

AM�DYING�TO�UNDERSTAND��THE�FEELING
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IS�REMINISCENT�OF�!MERICAN�LATE�NIGHT

RADIO�FROM�DECADES�AGO��BUT�ALL�IN

#HINESE�OF�COURSE���)F�THE�DRIVER�IS

TALKATIVE�THE

MOST

FREQUENTLY

ASKED�QUESTION

IS��WHERE�ARE

YOU�FROM����!N

ANSWER�OF��-EI

GUO�
�GETS

THUMBS�UP�

2EGARDLESS�OF

HOW�ANYONE

MAY�FEEL�ABOUT

THE�5�3��ROLE�IN

WORLD�AFFAIRS��!MERICA�IS�ADMIRED�AS

THE�MODEL�OF�MODERNITY�

4ONIGHT�)�SLIDE�BY�THE�"UDDHA

"AR�ON�-AOMING�2OAD���4HE

DARK��CAVERN
LIKE�INTERIOR�IS

COZY�WITH�CANDLES�PROVIDING

THE�LIGHT��AND�SOFT�CUSHIONS�ON

THE�LOW�BENCHES���!�LARGE

"UDDHA�IN�THE�BACK�WATCHES

OVER�THE�SCENE�WITH

EQUANIMITY��A�PRESENCE�THAT

SEEMS�AS�APPROPRIATE�IN�A

NEIGHBORHOOD�MUSIC�BAR�AS�IN

A�TEMPLE���4HE�LOOK�AND�THE

MUSIC�ARE�TRENDY�AND�THE

PEOPLE�FRIENDLY�
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����)�WALK

HOME�FROM

MY�MUSIC

GIG�ABOUT

ONE�THIRTY

AND�THERE�IS

STILL�A�LOT�OF

LIFE�GOING

ON���2ED

PAPER

LANTERNS

ANNOUNCE

TINY�RESTAURANTS�WITH�TWO�TABLES

OPEN�TO�THE�STREET��GREAT�SMELLS

WAFTING�OUT�OF�THE�KETTLES�

#ARD�GAMES�ARE�IN�PROGRESS�AT

THE�TEAHOUSES���3OMETIMES�)�GET

A�WAVE�FROM�A�VENDOR�ASKING�ME

TO�COME�OVER�AND�PICK�OUT�THE�INGREDIENTS�)�D�LIKE�IN�A�SOUP����4RY�MY

PANCAKES��THE�BEST�IN�TOWN���SHE�SINGS�WITH�A�SMILE����,AMB�SKEWERS�

COOKED�ON�MY

CHARCOAL�FIRE��

HE�CALLS�OUT�FOR

ALL�TO�HEAR�ON

3HUNCHANG

,ANE���)�CAN�SEE

IN�THE�LOW

WINDOWS�TO

FAMILIES�PLAYING

MAH
JONGG�WITH

THE�NEIGHBORS�

4HE�CLOTHES
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HANGING�FROM

THE�LOW�TREES

AND�OUTSIDE�THE

WINDOWS�LIKE�AN

OVERABUNDANCE

OF�FLAGS�ARE�THE

DAY�S�LAUNDRY

LEFT�OUT

OVERNIGHT�TO

DRY���.O�WORRIES�

IT�LL�BE�THERE�IN

THE�MORNING�

����4HE�STREET�INTERSECTIONS�ARE�NOT�QUITE�THE�WAY�WE�ARE�FAMILIAR�WITH�

THE�BUILDINGS�FORMING�NINETY


DEGREE�CORNERS���%ACH�BUILDING

FACES�THE�CENTER�AT�A�FORTY
FIVE

DEGREE�ANGLE��FORMING�THE

EIGHT
SIDED�FENG�SHUI�OCTAGON�

)N�EACH

BLOCK�THERE

ARE�TWO�OR

THREE

TWIRLING

BARBER

POLES�THAT

INDICATE

MASSAGE

PARLORS�


USUALLY

SOMEONE�S�FRONT�ROOM�WITH

THREE�OR�FOUR�BIG�EASY�CHAIRS���)

STOP�IN�ONE�OR�ANOTHER�OF�THEM
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ABOUT�THREE�TIMES�A�WEEK��WHERE�THE�WORLD�S�BEST�FOOT�MASSAGE�ARTISTS

ARE�AT�WORK�FOR�LESS

THAN�FOUR�BUCKS�FOR

AN�HOUR��-ASSAGE�IS

A�STANDARD�PART�OF

LIFE�HERE��SO�WHAT�IF

)�JUST�HAD�A�MASSAGE

LAST�NIGHT���)T�S

GREAT�ON�THESE�CRISP

AUTUMN�NIGHTS��THEY

BRING�OUT�THE

STEAMING�HOT�WATER

WITH�HERB�TEA�BAGS�AND�SOAK�YOUR�FEET

TO�START���4HROUGHOUT�THE�MASSAGE

NEIGHBORS�MAY�DROP�IN�TO�PLAY�CARDS

AND�GOSSIP��SOMETIMES�WITH�FRESH

SNACKS�AND�PASTRIES���4HERE�S�NO�KNOCK

ON�THE�DOOR��THEY�JUST�STROLL�IN�AND

MAKE�THEMSELVES�AT�HOME���4HEY

SMILE�AS�THEY�ASK�ME�WHERE�)�M

FROM�AND�OFFER�ME�GREEN�TEA�AND

A��$OUBLE�(APPINESS��CIGARETTE��OR

MAYBE�A��'OLDEN�$EER����.O�THANKS�

)�M�TRYING�TO�QUIT�����4HE�BIG

TELEVISION�IS�USUALLY�ON�QUIETLY�

SHOWING�SOAP�OPERAS�OF�MODERN

LIFE�IN�AN�UP
TO
DATE�SUBURB�

TRADITIONAL�SWORD�AND�SORCERY

EPICS��COMMERCIALS�FOR�HAIR�

BEAUTY�PRODUCTS�AND�CHEWING

GUM��-46�!SIA��DUBBED�FOREIGN

MOVIES�OR�THE�DAY�S�INTERNATIONAL
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SOCCER�MATCH�

����3HANGHAI

PEOPLE�STILL

LOVE�TO�SET�OFF

FIREWORKS�ANY

OLD�TIME�

!LMOST�EVERY

DAY�)�HEAR

GIANT�STRINGS�OF

THEM�CRACKLE

AND�POP�FOR

MINUTES�AT�MID

MORNING�

FOLLOWED�BY�SEVERAL�AERIAL�BOMBS�THAT�REVERBERATE�OFF�THE�SURROUNDING

HIGHRISES���4HEY�STILL�DO�THIS�FOR�THE�ORIGINAL�CEREMONIAL�PURPOSE��TO

SCARE�OFF�THE�BAD�SPIRITS��DISPEL�BAD�VIBES�AND�CELEBRATE�WITH�A�*OYFUL

.OISE���%UROPEAN�MERCHANTS�WERE�FIRST�INTRODUCED�TO�GUNPOWDER�IN�THE

THIRTEENTH�CENTURY��IN�IT�S�BRIGHT�RED�WRAPPING�PAPER

WITH�CALLIGRAPHIC�FIGURES���4HE�INVENTION�WAS

DEVELOPED�TO�ATTAIN�SUPERIORITY�IN�WARFARE��AND�THE

REST�IS��(ISTORY�

����)N�SOME�COMING�YEAR�IN�3HANGHAI��ANY�OF�THESE

�LONGTANG��BLOCKS�WILL�BE�SCRAPED�FROM�THE�EARTH�BY

THE�CRANES�AND�EARTHMOVERS�TO�BE�REPLACED�BY�FORTY

STORY�APARTMENT�MEGASTRUCTURES�WITH�CENTRAL

HEATING��)T�S�THE�WAY�OF�3HANGHAI�S�BODACIOUS

REDEVELOPMENT�SCHEME�THAT�WILL�TRANSFORM�IT�INTO

THE�.EW�9ORK�OF�!SIA��AND�A�WAY�OF�LIFE�WILL�PASS���)T

SEEMS�DEATHLY�SAD�TO�OUR�WAY�OF�THINKING�UNTIL�YOU

REALIZE�HOW�MANY�TIMES�IT�MUST�HAVE�HAPPENED�IN

#HINA�S�LONG�HISTORY��MAYBE�EVEN�ON�THIS�SAME�SOIL��THE�ESSENCE�OF

#HINA�CONTINUES�
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,ITERAL�TRANSLATIONS

� :HONG�'UO���-IDDLE�+INGDOM�,AND����
�#HINA

� -EI�'UO�����"EAUTIFUL�+INGDOM�,AND���
�!MERICA

3HANGHAI��&ALL�����

0LEASE�ALSO�VISIT�

HTTP���WWW�MECHANICALARTS�COM

�4HE�MUSIC�AND�ART�OF�$ONALD�-C#REA�AND�"OB�-OCARSKY�

����BOBMOMUSIC HOTMAIL�COM

��#OPYRIGHT������
�"OB�-OCARSKY�
�!LL�2IGHTS�2ESERVED


