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7HEN�YOU�ARRIVE�AT�"ANGKOK�)NTERNATIONAL

!IRPORT�AFTER����HOURS�OF�TRANSIT��YOU�WALK

DOWN�THE�ENDLESS�MONOTONOUS�CORRIDOR

TOWARDS�0ASSPORT�#ONTROL��!S�YOU�ARE

STANDING�IN�LINE�WAITING�YOUR�TURN�TO�STEP

UP�TO�THE�IMMIGRATION�OFFICER�S�DESK�YOU

NOTICE�THE�BROAD�SIGN�OVERHEAD��WRITTEN

IN�%NGLISH�AS�WELL�AS�4HAI��)T�READ

�7ELCOME�TO�THE

+INGDOM�OF�4HAILAND�

9OUR�IMPRESSIONS�BEGIN�HERE��



.LC=?�I@��>GCMMCIH

)�ARRIVED�AT�THE�CUSTOMS

CHECKPOINT�WHERE�MY

SUITCASES�WENT�THROUGH

THE�ROUTINE�X
RAY�SCAN�

)�HAD�BROUGHT�MY

COLLECTION�OF�METAL���

����SCALE�AIRLINERS�FROM

!MERICA�WITH�ME��AS

�WELL�AS�MY�COMPUTER�

STEREO��AND�ELECTRONIC

GEAR��!FTER�THE�BAGS

ROLLED�THROUGH�THE

MACHINE�THE�CUSTOMS�OFFICIAL�LOOKED�AT�ME�GRAVELY�AND�ANNOUNCED���9OU�HAVE

A�LOT�OF�AIRPLANES���)�WAS�AMUSED�AND�THEN�PUZZLED�AS�HE�CONTINUED���7E�D

BETTER�HAVE�A�LOOK���(E�OPENED�MY�SUITCASE�AND�LOOKED�ADMIRINGLY�AT�THE

MODELS��THE�PRECISELY�ACCURATE�LANDING�GEAR��THE�DISTINCTIVE�TAIL�MARKINGS�AND

COLORFUL�ELEGANT

LIVERIES�OF�THE

WORLD�S�AIRLINES�

4HEN�HE�CALMLY

EXPLAINED�TO�ME�THAT

)�WAS�ALLOWED�TO

BRING�A�LIMITED

AMOUNT�IN�PERSONAL

ITEMS�INTO�THE

+INGDOM�OTHER�THAN

CLOTHING�AND�WORK

RELATED�EQUIPMENT�

AND�THE�VALUE�OF�THE



AIRPLANES�EXCEEDED�MY

ALLOWANCE��)�WAS

DUMBSTRUCK��)T�NEVER

OCCURRED�TO�ME�THAT�)

COULD�BE�TAXED�FOR

AIRPLANE�MODELS��"UT

THERE�IT�WAS�IN�BLACK�AND

WHITE��THE

INFORMATION�ON�THE�WALL�POSTER�STIPULATED�������

BAHT�IS�THE�LIMIT��AFTER�THAT�����OF�THE�VALUE�IS�TO

BE�PAID��4HE�CUSTOMS�AGENT�WATCHED�CALMLY�AS�)

TRIED�TO�DIGEST�THIS�DEVELOPMENT��PACING�IN

CONSTERNATION�AND�LOOKING�TO�THE�CEILING�FOR�AN

ANSWER�THAT�DIDN�T�SEEM�TO�BE�FORTHCOMING�

9OU�RE�IN�!SIA�NOW��THROWING�A

TANTRUM�AND�MAKING�DEMANDS

ONLY�MAKES�YOU�LOSE�FACE��&INALLY

HE�GENTLY�PICKED�UP�ONE�MODEL

AND�SAID���-Y�SON�WOULD�LOVE�TO

HAVE�AN�AIRPLANE�LIKE�THIS��7OULD

YOU�GIVE�ME�THIS�ONE�AIRPLANE���

7HAT�AN�UNTHINKABLE�SCHEME�

'IVE�UP�ONE�OF�MY�PRECIOUS

AIRPLANES�TO�THIS�GUY��)S�THIS

SOME�KIND�OF�EXTORTION��"UT�)

HAD�TO�ADMIT�)�WAS�AT�AN

IMPASSE��AND�IN�FACT�HE�WAS

OFFERING�ME�A�VERY�GOOD�DEAL�

!ND�SO�)�HANDED�THE�4HAI�!IRWAYS



"OEING����
����TO�HIM�AND�HE�BOWED�IN�GRATITUDE��THANKING�ME�WITH�HUMILITY�

(E�ASSURED�ME�THAT�THERE�WOULD�BE�NO�FURTHER�PROBLEM��AND�JUST�HOW

DELIGHTED�AND�THRILLED�HIS�EIGHT
YEAR�OLD�SON�WOULD�BE�TO�HAVE�THE�AIRPLANE�

(E�THEN�CLOSED�UP�MY�SUITCASES�AND�CARRIED�THEM�TO�THE�CURB�FOR�ME��SHAKING

MY�HAND

AND�TELLING�ME�)�WAS�A�GOOD
�HEARTED�PERSON��)�SUPPOSE�THIS�MIGHT�BE�AN�OLD

!SIAN�7AY�OF�DOING�BUSINESS��MAYBE�THERE�S�A�NAME�FOR�IT��/R�MAYBE�IT�S�JUST

SOMETHING�TO�PUT�UNDER�THE�HEADING�THE�!RT�OF�,IVING�

"ANGKOK�2AILWAY�3TATION��.EXT�3TOP��4HE�/VERNIGHT�4RAIN��TO�#HIANG�-AI

0LEASE�ALSO�VISIT �

HTTP���WWW�MECHANICALARTS�COM

�4HE�MUSIC�AND�ART�OF�$ONALD�-C#REA�AND�"OB�-OCARSKY�

BOBMOMUSIC HOTMAIL�COM

#OPYRIGHT������
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